CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENCY
FALL 2006, TEST #1
NAME ______________________

PART I: IDENTIFICATIONS (60 POINTS)

Do 8 of 9. 
1. What is policy feedback and how does it fit into an institutional model of politics?  (I need an explanation here, not just a drawing). 
2. List four reasons that Hamilton gives as to why the executive not like a King.
3. List three ways we might measure incumbency advantage.  
4. Why is the decline of party a double-edged sword for incumbents? 

5. What is the McGovern-Fraser Commission? 

6. List three factors that are associated with increased polarization in Congress.  Give me a sentence on each as to how it works. 

7. What is Whig Doctrine?  
8. What four strategies/types of regulation do Kersh and Marone identify? 
9. Why are Senate races more competitive than House races? 
PART 2: SHORT ESSAYS (40 POINTS)

Do 2 of 3 
1. What are the causes and consequences of the centralization of power in Congress?  How have these changes been reflected in the legislative process? How has it differed from the perspective of the House and Senate?  What challenges does it present to members of Congress relative to the various constituencies they represent? 

2. Legend has it that on Halloween night, Michael Blasie was walking across campus when the statue of Alexander Hamilton started speaking to him.  The first thing Hamilton said was, “take off that stupid wizard hat or I will hit you with my cane.”  After that, Mike and Hamilton went down to the little pub and Hamilton was curious to know: how and why the powers of the presidency have expanded since 1789?   Hamilton was particularly interested in learning about the changes in the electoral, administrative and legislative arenas.  Rumor has it that Mike said, “stop hitting me with the cane” and fell asleep at the bar.  How would you have responded to Hamilton’s question? 
3. What is responsible party government? What evidence is there that we are moving toward a more “responsible party government” in the US?  What evidence might lead you to the opposite conclusion? 

